Standardized flow cytometry gating in veterinary medicine.
Gating in flow cytometry is used to select subpopulations of cells for analysis. The technique is critical for subsequent analysis in order to select the population, free of debris and unrelated cells. Accurately quantifying subpopulations in clinical cases is necessary for correct diagnosis. Human lymphocytes are selected by backgating on populations of CD45+high CD14- cells. These reagents are not available widely across species. In veterinary medicine, markers to identify lymphocytes are usually limited to T-lymphocyte, CD4, CD8, and B-lymphocyte surface antigens. A standardized gating technique using a T-lymphocyte antibody is described and is applicable across species where limited phenotype markers are available.